
Sarasota School of Arts & Sciences 
Board of Directors Meeting 

April 27, 2011 
Minutes 

 
Board Members Present:  Heather Staine, Matt Wenzel, Tanya Jones, Ray Thacker, Terry 
McGannon, Mickey Stone 
 
Guests Present:  Marilyn Highland, Dean Thompson, Trevor Bliss, Missy Wachob, Karen Abbe, 
Jim Toale, Carl Williams, Tara Tahmosh, Gus Bogomolni, Lauren Watson, Michael Barfield 
 
I. Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance – Meeting called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Terry 
McGannon.   All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
*Mickey Stone has been elected as the teacher representative.  Ms. Staine made a motion to 
accept the nomination of Mr. Stone to the Board.  Mr. Wenzel seconded.  The motion was 
unanimously approved.   
 
Ms. Wachob pointed out that we currently have eight board members.  We need a minimum of 
seven according to our bylaws and could use a couple more board members.  Dr. Highland and 
Mr. Williams have a lead on a board member that would help represent our diverse school 
population.  Ms. Jones indicated that she would like to be able to continue on the Board as a 
general member after her reign as PTSS president is over. 
 
II. Meeting Minutes – The meeting minutes from March 16, 2011 were presented by Ms. 
Staine for approval.  Ms. Jones made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Mr. Thacker 
seconded.  Unanimously approved. 
 
III. President of Board's Report – In Mr. Eger’s absence, Dr. Highland presented the 
resignations of Board members Dee Barth, Samantha Robinson, and Henry Marsh.  Motion to 
accept the resignations made by Ms. Jones, seconded by Mr. Stone.  Unanimously approved. 
 
IV. Principal's Report - Gulf Coast Business review interviewed administration.  The topic 
was construction and charter schools and our ability to get bonds for the construction.   
 
Florida Trend is doing a photo op with Deb Metheny here at SSAS. 
 
FCAT is over and it went very well.  The PTSS meeting is on May 5th and it is also an arts 
showcase that will take place at the Municipal Auditorium. 
 
Graduation is May 31st.  Board members are invited to sit on stage. 
 
Science Fair Awards will take place on Thursday. April 28, 2011 from 8:00-9:30. 
 



Budget - We have a budget shortfall of $180,000.  Ideas from staff for eliminating $80,000 have 
been submitted and Dr. Highland is working on the budget with members of administration as 
well as Mr. Wenzel and Mr. McGannon. 
 
a. Owner's Representative Report - Dean Thompson with Mr. Bogomolni 
Mr. Bogomolni thinks that we will be able to make the move-in date of mid-July.  He said there 
is a delay of 3 weeks because of a permitting issue with the City.  Dr. Highland told Mr. 
Bogomolni that, in the future, if there is a delay of 7-10 days, he needs to let us know so that we 
can help solve any problems to avoid delays.  
 
Mr. Williams said that Gus told him that he would meet with Mr. Williams, Mr. Wenzel, and Mr. 
Thompson but hasn't.  Mr. Bogomolni stated that family issues in Argentina kept him from 
making a meeting but he would do so in the very near future. 
 
Ms. Staine stated that we need a contingency plan for the beginning of school in the likely event 
that we are not able to move in prior to August 15th.  Dr. Highland stated that we can continue to 
rent the Renaissance building and has already made those arrangements with the landlord.  Ms. 
Staine asked what the cost will be per month.  Ms. Wachob stated that the rent is approximately 
$5500 per month.  Ms. Staine asked Mr. Bogomolni what MG3 would do to accommodate our 
additional expenditure of $16,000.  Mr. Bogomolni stated that MG3 would help with those costs. 
 
Mr. Bogomolni excused himself from the meeting. 
 
V. Staff Report - None 
 
VI. PTSS Report – Ms. Jones introduced Karen Abbe, next year's PTSS president.  Teacher 
Appreciation is next week.  PTSS has something planned for each day next week.  The PTSS 
treasurer, Stephanie Polokonis, resigned and Reid Schwabach has replaced her. 
 
VII. Treasurer's Report – There will be a meeting of administrative staff and anyone else who 
would like to work on the budget and year-end financial matters for the 2011-2012 school year.  
That meeting will take place May 11th at 5:00 p.m. 
 
- Discussion of construction and Mr. Bogomolni’s comments.  Mr. Thompson believes that the 
change from tilt-wall to masonry construction caused most of the delay in that he doesn't believe 
Mr. Bogomolni planned for the additional time needed for masonry.  There have also been 
several days when work crews were not present and he does not know an explanation for that. 
  
VIII. Old Business 
a. Principal Search Committee Report – Mr. McGannon gave an update on the progress of  
the Search Committee.  (See Search Committee meeting minutes attached.) 
 
b. Conflict of Interest Policy - Annual Review 
Dr. Thacker and Mr. Stone need to turn in their Conflict of Interest Policies.  They both turned 
them in to Ms. Wachob. 
 



c. Proposal from MBJ Group, Inc. (executive search consultants) 
Ms. Staine made a motion to decline MBJ Group’s proposal.  Mr. Wenzel seconded.  
Unanimously approved. 
 
IX. New Business 
a. Nomination of New Faculty Rep – *See above. 
 
X. Open to the Public - Michael Barfield attended the meeting.  Ms. Staine informed Mr. 
Barfield that the Board meetings are open to the public and subject to the Sunshine Laws of 
Florida and, as such, anything Mr. Barfield says will be reported in the meeting minutes.  Mr. 
Barfield requested that the Board go into “Executive session as allowed under Chapter 286, 
Section 281.11 of Florida Statute.”  Ms. Staine stated that we could not verify that statute nor 
address an issue not on the agenda at this time.   
 
In an abundance of caution, all non-Board members were dismissed from the meeting room with 
the exception of Dr. Highland.  Mr. Barfield was again warned by Ms. Staine that anything he 
said would be recorded in the minutes unless SSAS’s legal counsel advised otherwise.  Mr. 
Barfield stated that he spoke with Mr. Eger yesterday and Mr. Eger suggested that Mr. Barfield 
and Mr. Eger meet with Dr. Highland to address an issue specific to a student at SSAS.  He does 
not believe that due process has been accorded to a student.  Mr. Barfield was informed by Ms. 
Staine that the Board does not handle student disciplinary issues and they should be discussed 
with Dr. Highland and/or the appropriate member of school administration.  He was further 
informed that the Board did have authority over the actions of the principal and that if he would 
like to lodge a complaint against Dr. Highland, he was welcome to do so.  Mr. Barfield stated he 
did not wish to lodge a complaint against Dr. Highland, but he wants his student’s disciplinary 
case reviewed by a “third party as called for in a recent case relating to the mandating of charter 
schools to allow for third party review of dismissal and other disciplinary decisions.  Ms. Staine 
asked him for the case law.  Mr. Barfield could not provide it.  Ms. Staine informed Mr. Barfield 
that either Mr. Eger or Dr. Highland would be in contact with him tomorrow.  Mr. Barfield’s 
contact number is (941) 955-1066.   
 
XI. Adjourn Meeting and Set Date - May 18th, 2011 6:00 p.m.  Mr. Stone made a motion to 
adjourn, Ms. Jones seconded.  Unanimously approved. 
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
_________________________________ _______________ 
Secretary     Date 
 
 
Approved by: 
 
_________________________________ _______________ 
Chairman of the Board   Date 
 


