
Sarasota School of Arts & Sciences 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Minutes 
June 22, 2011 

 
Board Members Present:  Larry Eger, Ray Thacker, David Jennings, Tanya Jones, Mickey Stone, 
Terry McGannon, Heather Staine, Marilyn Highland, Matt Wenzel (to be revised – Heather has 
to check her meeting notes) 
 
Guests Present:  Jim Toale, Missy Wachob, Tara Tahmosh, Jamie Bailey, Karen Abbe, Lauren 
Watson, Carl Williams, James McKelly. (to be revised – Heather has to check her meeting 
notes) 
 
I. Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance -  
The meeting was called to order by Mr. Eger at 6:00 p.m.  All present recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
II. Meeting Minutes – May 18, 2011 - Meeting minutes were presented for review and 
approval.  Motion to accept the minutes as presented made by Ms. Jones, seconded by Mr. 
McGannon.  Unanimously approved. 
 
III. President of Board's Report 

a. Nomination Committee - New Board Member  
The application of James McKelly was presented to the Board for review as a new Board 
member.  Mr. McGannon motioned to accept Mr. McKelly as a new Board member, Mr. Wenzel 
seconded.  Unanimously approved. 
 
IV. Principal's Report –  

a. Owner's Representative Report - Mr. Thompson is not present.  Dr. Highland reported 
that when we met with Mr. Bogomolni yesterday, a decision was made to move to "Plan B" 
because the construction will not likely be completed before the start of school.  Mr. Bogomolni 
has said MG3 would pay for the costs associated with retrofitting the current campus for an 
additional 75 students and the associated storage and space needed.  A schedule of additional 
costs was presented (see attached). 

 
 
Mr. Eger inquired as to when we could move into the new building given this new plan.  There is 
no set date yet but it is projected that the building should be done sometime in September.  Dr. 
Highland replied that the movers have said that they will be able to move in one weekend. 
 
Ms. Tahmosh reported on End of Course (EOC) exams.  Our students did well with all of them, 
passing with a 2 or higher. 
 
V. Staff Report - Mr. Stone reported that SSAS has lost one of its staff members, Marla 
Patton-Evans.  A moment of silence was held in her memory. 
 



VI. PTSS Report - Ms. Jones reported that the PTSS is closing out its fiscal year.  Tomorrow 
night the hand-off meeting will occur and Ms. Abbe will take over as PTSS president.  Ms. Jones 
indicated that she would like to remain on the Board of Directors and has the application packet 
to complete. 
 
VII. Treasurer's Report 
a. Presentation of Budget - Ms. Wachob presented the budget (see attached).  The following 
points were highlighted: 

There are several cuts in funding. 
401(k) contribution amounts went from 6% to 3%. 
Increases will drop from 3% to 2%. 
Most teachers moved up a step on the salary scale. 
There were a few people who volunteered to freeze their salaries. 

 
Mr. Wenzel made a motion to accept the budget as presented, seconded by Mr. McGannon.  
Discussion:  Mr. McGannon inquired as to what will happen with the old technology hardware.  
Ms. Wachob stated that we try to recycle as much as we can by donating it to other 
organizations.  The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
VIII. Old Business 
a. Principal Search Committee Report - Mr. Eger reported that the Search Committee has 
reviewed the resumes received.  The 33 applicants who met the minimum qualifications were 
sent five questions to answer in writing.  The next Search Committee meeting will take place on 
July 19, 2011 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
b. Lottery Policy - A draft lottery policy was presented (attached).  Mr. Jennings made a 
motion to accept the draft policy with changes recommended by Ms. Staine and Administration, 
seconded by Mr. McGannon.  Unanimously approved. 
 
c. SSAS Education Assistance - Dr. Highland stated that in December 2003, the Board 
approved the SSAS Education Assistance policy (see attached).  $8000 in the budget pays for 
this program.  This amount was reduced from $12,000.  Administration feels the policy should 
be revised.  Mr. Eger tabled the matter until next month when Administration will bring a 
proposed revision of the current policy to the Board for review. 
 
IX. New Business 
a. Approve agreement with CPA Associates for Audit - Mr. McGannon made a motion to 
accept the agreement with CPA Associates, seconded by Mr. Stone.  Unanimously approved. 
b. Approval of 2011-2012 Budget - See above. 
c. Discuss Notice of Default - Mr. Toale stated that the entire construction contract time 
stated in the contract was 214 days.  MG3 is clearly outside the contract "substantial completion" 
date.  There is no liquidated damages clause but that does not mean we have no recourse.  There 
was a change to the building plans after the contract date that should have warranted a change 
order but a change order was never executed.  An additional 3,000 square feet of space was 
added to the plans and Mr. Anspaugh and Mr. Bogomolni agreed that the additional space would 



be built at $65 per square foot.  This was agreed to via email but was never executed by a change 
order.  Mr. Bogomolni will provide that change order by Friday, June 24, 2011.  
 
A Notice of Default needs to go out in writing to MG3.  Mr. Toale will deliver the Notice of 
Default. 
 
X. Open to the Public 
Ms. Abbe inquired as to why we are moving to Plan B.  Dr. Highland explained that the building 
will not be completed in time for the new school year and the school has to have a place for 
students.  Ms. Abbe inquired as to whether the Board thought that the lottery system would affect 
the school's FCAT scores.  Ms. Wachob stated that the school does not believe the lottery system 
will have any bearing on FCAT scores.  Ms. Abbe inquired as to whether the school has looked 
into the Gates Foundation for donations or funding of computers.  Dr. Highland asked Ms. Abbe 
to do that and bring the Board information on what is available to SSAS. 
 
XI.  Closed Session - All non-board members were dismissed to allow the Board to discuss 
pending litigation matters. 
 
XII.  Adjourn meeting and set date for next meeting – The next meeting date is August 17, 2011 
6:00 p.m.  Mr. McKelly made a motion to adjourn at 7:40 p.m.  Seconded by Mr. McGannon.  
Unanimously approved.   
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