
Sarasota School of Arts & Sciences 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Minutes 
August 17, 2011 

 
Board Members Present:  Larry Eger, Ray Thacker, David Jennings, Tanya Jones, Mickey Stone, 
Terry McGannon, Heather Staine, Matt Wenzel, James McKelly  
 
Guests Present:  Marilyn Highland, Jim Toale, Missy Wachob, Tara Tahmosh, Jamie Bailey, 
Karen Abbe, Carl Williams, Dean Thompson, Mike Phillips.  
 
I. Welcome and Pledge of Allegiance -  
The Meeting was called to order at 6:08 p.m. by Larry Eger.  All present recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
II. Meeting Minutes – The minutes from the August 17, 2011 meeting were reviewed.  
Motion to approve made by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Mr. Stone.  Unanimously approved. 
 
III. President of Board's Report 

a. Discussion of Nominating Committee - Under the current bylaws, the nominating 
committee shall consist of five members - two board members, two parents and one 
teacher.  Mr. Eger called for volunteers.  Mr. Eger and Mr. Jennings volunteered as board 
members; Mr. Stone volunteered as the teacher; we will need to find two parents to 
volunteer for the committee. 

b. Nominations of PTSS Representative and New Applicant – A motion was made to by 
Mr. McGannon to accept Karen Abbe to the Board as the 2011/2012 PTSS 
Representative; seconded by Mr. Stone.  Unanimously approved.  A motion was made by 
Mr. Stone to approve Tanya Jones as a Board member; seconded by Ms. Abbe.  
Unanimously approved. 

 
IV. Principal's Report –  
 

a.  Owner's representative report - Dean Thompson reported that the building is coming 
along well.  It looks like we should get our temporary certificate of occupancy (TCO) 
around September 15, 2011.  He is confident that the contractor can meet that deadline.  
Mr. Eger inquired as to whether or not the AC is running and Mr. Thompson stated that it 
is, on the 3rd floor.  Mr. Eger inquired as to the issue regarding the structural integrity of 
the elevator.  Mr. Thompson stated that while we do not have the letter from the engineer 
yet, we do have approval from the elevator company and they would not have approved it 
if there was an issue.  There was discussion regarding the logistics around the move from 
one building to another.  Flood Brothers can move all furniture in two days and we have a 
team of adult volunteers waiting to assist with moving everything else as soon as we’re 
ready.  Mr. Jennings inquired as to water damage resulting from the building not being 
dried in before drywall and other work was taking place.  Mr. Thompson stated that yes, 
drywall had been replaced and AC ducts had been replaced.  It was determined that an air 
quality test should be done once everything is finished to ensure that there are no air 



quality issues resulting from the water intrusion.  Mr. Jennings stated that Steele 
Environmental does air quality test (they did our soil tests). 

 
Mr. McGannon made a motion to accept the Amendment to the Construction Agreement 
as presented.  Seconded by Mr. Jennings.  Discussion:  Mr. Jennings inquired as to 
whether Mr. Toale was involved with preparing the amendment.  Mr. Toale stated that he 
was.  Unanimously approved. 

 
Mr. Jennings inquired as to whether it would it be standard operating procedure to hire a 
professional inspection team.  Mr. Thompson stated that he and the city inspectors have 
been doing that.   
 
Mr. Thompson excused himself from the meeting. 
 
Dr. Highland stated that school starts on Monday and things are going very well.  
Tomorrow is schedule pickup and we are off to a good start.  The staff social on Monday 
went very well and the staff enjoyed it and it was a nice recognition for Ms. Patton-Evans 
who passed away at the beginning of the summer. 
 
SSAS received a letter from the Florida Department of Education indicating that we meet 
the criteria for a high performing charter school.   

 
Dr. Highland introduced Dr. Kinney.  Katrina Ward has taken over for Deb Metheny as 
the county’s charter school liaison.  Dr. Kinney is assisting with the transition of Ms. 
Ward into Ms. Metheny's position. 

 
V. Staff Report - Everyone is doing well.  We have seven new teachers this year.  Ms. Staine 
inquired as to how the new teachers are doing.  Mr. Stone stated that they all have excellent 
mentors and are doing well. 
 
VI. PTSS Report - Ms. Abbe reported that the PTSS is reviewing their bylaws.  They have a 
fabulous new treasurer.  He is getting budgets for everything and cutting fat.  The PTSS wants to 
know specifically what the school needs and what they should save and contribute to.  The have 
a new Business Partners committee.  The teacher/staff breakfast was all donated by business 
partners.  Ms. Abbe reported that the PTSS will be promoting Box Tops for Education as a 
fundraiser.  Four people saved $700 worth of Box Tops.  The School Store committee has 
decided to raise the prices of the items in the school store.  They are looking to raise the profit 
from 35% to 55%. They are hoping to have a jog-a-thon.   
 
VII. Treasurer's Report 

a. Terry McGannon spoke on behalf of the Treasurer and stated that Standard & Poors 
maintained our BBB- rating this year.  Ms. Wachob stated that now that we've been 
through the review process, we know better what to expect and will be even more 
prepared for next year’s review. 

 
 



VIII. Old Business 
a. Principal Search Committee Report – The committee has narrowed down the candidates 

to nine with whom we are going to conduct phone interviews.  From that group, we will 
choose those candidates with whom we will be conducting in-person interviews. 

b. SSAS Education Assistance Policy – An updated Education Assistance policy was 
presented for review.  The changes noted were that textbooks are reimbursed at 50% with 
no option for the school to keep it and that reimbursement will be paid after the course is 
completed.  A motion was made by Mr. McGannon to accept the policy as presented; 
seconded by Mr. Stone.  Unanimously approved. 

c. Discuss Notice of Default to Contractor – Not necessary due to the contract amendment 
being approved. 

 
IX. New Business 

a. Review of Bylaws - We will be reviewing our charter for 2014 renewal and need to 
review our bylaws.  We do not currently have a bylaws committee.  Dr. Highland, Ms. 
Staine, Mr. McGannon, and Mr. Eger volunteered for the bylaw committee.  They will 
set a date to review the bylaws and report back to the Board. 

 
X. Open to the Public 
 
 Mike Phillips joined the meeting tonight because he is interested in becoming a Board 
member.  He stated that he has several young children and that he and his family live in Manatee 
County.  Dr. Highland asked why he is interested in SSAS.  He stated that he would like to be 
involved and help children. 
 
XI.  Adjourn meeting and set date for next meeting – The next meeting date will be September 
28th at 6:00 p.m. due to a conflict with the Search Committee meeting on the 21st.  Mr. McKelly 
made a motion to adjourn at 7:40 p.m.; seconded by Mr. McGannon.  Unanimously approved.   
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