
** All students must read ONE book, complete the brochure project by the first Friday when we come back from vacation. 

                 Sarasota School of Arts and Sciences 
                    Summer Reading Assignment 

              Regular L.A. Grade 7 

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,  

Welcome to your new 7th grade Language Arts classroom!  Attached is 

a list of novels from which you are to choose your summer reading books.  Every future seventh 

grader must read one novel from the below list.  You may choose a book from the list that 

appeals to your interest! 

Our program is designed to promote the skills for effective reading and learning. The reading list 

and corresponding assignments can also be found on the school’s website, www.ssas.org. The 

intent of this list is to give you assistance in directing your child to quality literature. Some 

novels listed contain mature themes, situations, and language.  We included these novels 

because we believe that they make a valuable contribution to literature and should be available 

to young adult readers.  If you have any questions about the appropriateness of a novel for your 

student, you are encouraged to visit http://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews. You can 

search books by title to determine if the content is appropriate for your child.   

 

**SUMMER READING CAMP: We will be offering an AM and a PM summer reading camp at 

SSA+S. Students who sign up will be able to complete their project with a teacher and have the 

rest of the summer to relax! Please see the school website to sign up. 

 

Upon returning from summer vacation, each child is required to hand in a project on his/her free 

choice book.  This project is due the first Friday of the school year. We may have a writing 

assessment/book exam /or presentation on the novel during the first week of school, so it is 

suggested that students take notes on the important elements of the novel they have chosen to 

read.   

Sincerely, 

The Language Arts Department 

http://www.ssas.org/
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews


                                       7th Grade List 

The Compound   
Bodeen, S.A. 
(Dystopian Fiction) 

Eli and his family have lived in the underground Compound for six years. The 

world they knew is gone, and they've become accustomed to their new life. As 

problems with their carefully planned existence threaten to destroy their 

sanctuary—and their sanity—Eli can't help but wonder if he'd rather take his 

chances outside. Eli's father built the Compound to keep them safe. But are they 

safe—really?  
One Crazy Summer 
Williams Garcia, Rita 
(Historical/Realistic Fiction) 

Set during the civil rights movement, One Crazy Summer is the heartbreaking, 

funny tale of three sisters who travel to Oakland, California, in 1968 to reconnect 

with their mother who abandoned them years before.  

Origin  
Khoury, Jessica   
(Science Fiction) 

Pia has grown up in a secret laboratory hidden deep in the Amazon rain forest. 

She was raised by a team of scientists who have created her to be the start of a 

new immortal race. But on the night of her seventeenth birthday, Pia discovers a 

hole in the electric fence that surrounds her sterile home--and sneaks outside the 

compound for the first time in her life. 

Touching Spirit Bear  
Mikaelsen, Ben   
(Realistic Fiction) 

 

Cole Matthews’ punishment for severely beating Peter Driscal is harsh. Given a 

choice between prison and Native American Circle Justice, Cole chooses Circle 

Justice: He'll spend one year in complete isolation on a remote Alaskan island. In 

the first days of his banishment, Cole is mauled by a mysterious white bear and 

nearly dies.  Now Cole is the only one who can save himself. 

As Easy as Falling Off 

the Face of the Earth  
Perkins, Lynne Rae 
(Realistic Fiction) 

Sixteen-year-old Ry opens a letter on the way to a summer program informing 

him that camp has been canceled because “a statistically improbable number of 

things have gone wrong.” He hops off the train in Montana to figure out what to 

do, the train leaves him behind- and his own series of improbable misfortunes 

begins. 

Under the Blood Red 

Sun 
Salisbury, Graham   
(Historical Fiction)  

Tomi was born in Hawaii. His grandfather and parents were born in Japan. World 

War II seems far away from Tomi, but then Pearl Harbor is attacked by the 

Japanese.  It’s a terrifying time to be Japanese in America. But one thing doesn’t 

change: the loyalty of Tomi’s buddies.  

When You Reach Me 
Stead, Rebecca 
(Mystery) 

 

By sixth grade, Miranda and her best friend, Sal, know how to navigate their New 

York City neighborhood. They know where it's safe to go, and they know who to 

avoid. But things start to unravel. A mysterious note arrives, scrawled on a tiny 

slip of paper. The notes keep coming, and Miranda slowly realizes that whoever is 

leaving them knows things no one should know. Each message brings her closer 

to believing that only she can prevent a tragic death. Until the final note makes her 

think she's too late. 
Bionic 
Weyn, Suzanne 
(Science Fiction) 

 

Mira has always almost had it all...until it all crashes and burns. She's hurt in a 

horrible car accident, and the only way the doctors can help is to try experimental 

prosthetics and chips that are implanted directly into her brain. It's a risky, but after 

months of testing and therapy, Mira is back, and better than ever. With her super 

hearing, she knows how many people in her school and her town are calling her a 

robot, a cyborg. Is that true? Is Mira human, or is she somehow something else? How 

can she overcome the ways people see her and just be herself...especially if she's not 

really sure who that is anymore?  

Dry 
Shusterman, Neal 
(Dystopian Fiction) 

 

When the California drought escalates to catastrophic proportions, one teen is 

forced to make life and death decisions for her family in this story of survival. The 

drought—or the Tap-Out--has been going on for a while now. Everyone’s lives 

change: don’t water the lawn, don’t fill up your pool, don’t take long showers. 

Until the taps run dry. Suddenly, Alyssa’s quiet street spirals into a warzone of 

desperation; neighbors and families turned against each other on the hunt for 

water. And when her parents don’t return and her life—and the life of her 
brother—is threatened, Alyssa has to make impossible choices if she’s going to 

survive. 



 



                      SSAS Summer Reading Project  

You must read one book from the Summer Reading list and create one trifold project.  

 Trifold Brochure Instructions: 

 Create a tri-fold brochure including 6 panels as demonstrated in the sample image. Your 

brochure can be digital, using a program such as Microsoft Word or Publisher OR 

handwritten. IF you choose to create a digital brochure, you MUST PRINT a copy to turn 

in! The brochure must be typed or neatly handwritten in ink and should include color, 

images or graphics, creativity and neatness!     

** Tip: You could also use a large piece of construction paper to complete this project, but 

we are trying to avoid poster board sized projects.   

Use the illustration on the previous page to set up your brochure panels. Cover Page and 

Illustration   

Panel #1- Front Page and Illustration 
Create a colorful and creative cover page for your brochure, including the following: book title, book 
author, genre and your name.    

Panel #2-Setting 
Illustrate the setting(s) in the novel. Below the illustration, include four direct quotes from the novel 
that describe the setting(s). Please include page citations for each quote.  EX: “It was a beautiful 
summer day in Sarasota in 1945,” (Author, pg. #).    

 

Panel #3-Conflict 
Pick four conflicts (problems) that occur in the story.  
1) Describe each conflict/problem in detail and  
2) how it affects the main character or plot within the story.   

 

Panel #4- Characterization 
Create a Question and Answer interview with the main character(s) of the novel. This interview 
should include at least 3 questions and 3 answers. The character answers should be full and 
reflective of the main character’s personality.   
Hint: You can infer (guess) how the character may have felt.  EX: (Q1: How did you feel when…)                                                                                   
                                                                                            (A1: I felt so terrified because…) 

Panel #5- Written Responses 
Use complete sentences and be specific in your examples. 
a) What do you think the author’s purpose was in writing this book? (To inform, entertain, persuade 

express) Why?       
b) What did you like/dislike about the story?  Explain WHY. Give examples with page #’s.        
c) What is the theme of this story? Why would you pick this as the theme? (Give examples from the 
book). Theme is defined as a main idea or an underlying meaning of a literary work, which may be stated directly 

or indirectly. 
Panel #6- Creative Writing 
Write an alternate ending for the novel. Make sure to resolve the novel’s main conflict through the 
new ending and consider the character’s personality and previous actions. The ending should make 
sense based on the overall storyline. BE CREATIVE, USE DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE AND GO FOR IT!  

 



 

 


