
Incoming 
8th Grade 

Regular Language Arts 
Summer Reading Project 

 
1) Read a book from the enclosed list. 

2) Create a brochure. 

 

 

Student Name:__________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 



** All students must read ONE book, complete the brochure project by the first Friday when we come back from vacation. 

                 Sarasota School of Arts and Sciences 
                    Regular Language Arts Summer Reading Assignment 

              Grade 8 
Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,  

Welcome to your new 8th grade Language Arts classroom!  Attached is a 

list of novels from which you are to choose your summer reading books.  Every future eighth 

grader must read one novel from the below list.  You may choose a book from the list that 

appeals to your interest! 

Our program is designed to promote the skills for effective reading and learning. The reading list 

and corresponding assignments can also be found on the school’s website, www.ssas.org. The 

intent of this list is to give you assistance in directing your child to quality literature. Some 

novels listed contain mature themes, situations, and language.  We included these novels 

because we believe that they make a valuable contribution to literature and should be available 

to young adult readers.  If you have any questions about the appropriateness of a novel for your 

student, you are encouraged to visit http://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews. You can 

search books by title to determine if the content is appropriate for your child.   

 

**SUMMER READING CAMP: We will be offering an AM and a PM summer reading camp at 

SSA+S. Students who sign up will be able to complete their project with a teacher and have the 

rest of the summer to relax! Please see the school website to sign up. 

 

Upon returning from summer vacation, each child is required to hand in a project on his/her free 

choice book.  This project is due the first Friday of the school year. We may have a writing 

assessment/book exam /or presentation on the novel during the first week of school, so it is 

suggested that students take notes on the important elements of the novel they have chosen to 

read.   

Sincerely, 

The Language Arts Department 

http://www.ssas.org/
http://www.commonsensemedia.org/book-reviews


                                   8th Grade List 

The Absolutely True Diary of 
a Part-Time Indian 
Alexie, Sherman. 
(Realistic Fiction) 

Junior lives on an Indian reservation and is a misfit in his new school. He befriends Gordy, 
another outsider, and Penelope, a beautiful girl who has bulimia. A series of tragedies, 
including the death of his grandmother and sister, and the murder of his dad’s best friend, 
leave Junior devastated. This book contains mature themes. 

The Impossible Knife of 
Memory 
Anderson, Laurie 
(Realistic Fiction) 

For the past five years, Hayley Kincaid and her father have been on the road, never staying 
long in one place as he struggles with the demons that have tortured him since his return 
from Iraq. Can Hayley have a normal life and put aside her own painful memories? Will 
her dad’s PTSD get better? This book contains mature themes. 

Nothing but the Truth  
Avi   
(Realistic Fiction) 

Ninth grader Philip Malloy is kept from joining the track team by his failing grades in 
English class. Breaking the school's policy of silence during the national anthem, he hums 
along, and ends up in a crisis at the center of the nation's attention. 

Between Shades of Gray 
Sepetys, Ruta   
(Historical Fiction)  

Fifteen-year-old Lina is a Lithuanian girl living an ordinary life — until Soviet officers 
invade her home and tear her family apart. Lina, her mother, and her young brother make 
their way to a Siberian work camp, where they are forced to fight for their lives. But will 
strength, love, and hope be enough for Lina and her family to survive? Mature Content 

The Leaving 
Altabrando, Tara.  
(Mystery) 

Eleven years ago, six kindergartners went missing without a trace. Until today. Today 
"five" of those kids return. They're sixteen, and they are. . . fine They’re entirely unable to 
recall where they've been or what happened to them. Neither of them remember the sixth 
victim, Max--the only one who hasn't come back. Which leaves Max's sister, Avery, 
wanting answers. But as details of the disappearance begin to unfold, no one is prepared 
for the truth. 

I am a Seal Team Six Warrior 
Wasden, Howard E. 
(Non-fiction) 

When the Navy sends their elite, they send the SEALs. I Am a SEAL Team Six Warrior is 
the dramatic tale of how Howard Wasdin overcame a tough childhood to live his dream 
and enter the exciting and dangerous world of U.S. Navy SEALS and Special Forces 
snipers. Soon he was fighting for his life in The Battle of Mogadishu. Mature Content. 

Code Name Verity 
Wein, Elizabeth 
(Historical Fiction) 

Oct. 11th, 1943-A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. Its pilot and 
passenger are best friends. One of the girls has a chance at survival. The other has lost the 
game before it's barely begun Her Nazi interrogators give her a simple choice: reveal her 
mission or face a grisly execution. But will trading her secrets be enough to save her from 
the enemy? Mature Content. 

Zero Day 
Gangsei, Jan 
(Realistic Fiction) 

   Eight years ago, Addie Webster was the victim of the most notorious kidnapping of the 
decade. Addie vanished-and her high-profile parents were forced to move on. Mark 
Webster is now president of the United States. Then the unthinkable happens: the 
president's daughter resurfaces. There are those in the administration who find her timely 
return suspicious. Addie has come home with a mission...but will she choose to complete 
it? 

Scythe  
Shusterman, Neal 
(Dystopian Fiction) 
 
(Advanced LA) 

A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: humanity has conquered all those 
things, and has even conquered death. Now Scythes are the only ones who can end life—
and they are commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under control. 
Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. These 
teens must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could 
mean losing their own. Mature Content 

Renegades 
Meyer, Marissa 
(Dystopian Fiction) 
 
(Advanced LA) 

The Renegades are a syndicate of prodigies―humans with extraordinary abilities―who 
emerged from the ruins of a crumbled society and established peace and order where chaos 
reigned. As champions of justice, they remain a symbol of hope and courage to 
everyone...except the villains they once overthrew. Nova has a reason to hate the 
Renegades, and she is on a mission for vengeance.  

Orphan Monster Spy 
Killeen, Matt 
(Historical fiction) 
 
(Advanced LA) 

After her mother is shot at a checkpoint, fifteen-year-old Sarah-- finds herself on the run 
from a government that wants to see every Jewish person like her dead. Then Sarah meets 
a mysterious man with an ambiguous accent, a suspiciously bare apartment, and a lockbox 
full of weapons. He's a spy, and he needs Sarah to become one too. With years of training 
from her actress mother in the art of impersonation, Sarah thinks she's ready. But nothing 
prepares her for her cutthroat schoolmates, and soon she finds herself in a battle for 
survival unlike any she'd ever imagined. (War Content) 





SSAS Summer Reading Project 
You must read one book from the Summer Reading list and create one trifold project.  

 Trifold Brochure Instructions: 

 Create a tri-fold brochure including 6 panels as demonstrated in the sample image. Your 
brochure can be digital, using a program such as Microsoft Word or Publisher OR 
handwritten. IF you choose to create a digital brochure, you MUST PRINT a copy to turn 
in! The brochure must be typed or neatly handwritten in ink and should include color, 
images or graphics, creativity and neatness!     

** Tip: You could also use a large piece of construction paper to complete this project, but 
we are trying to avoid poster board sized projects.   

Use the illustration on the previous page to set up your brochure panels. Cover Page and 
Illustration   

Panel #1- Front Page and Illustration 
Create a colorful and creative cover page for your brochure, including the following: book title, book 
author, genre and your name.    
Panel #2-Setting 
Illustrate the setting(s) in the novel. Below the illustration, include four direct quotes from the novel 
that describe the setting(s). Please include page citations for each quote.  EX: “It was a beautiful 
summer day in Sarasota in 1945,” (Author, pg. #).    
 
Panel #3-Conflict 
Pick four conflicts (problems) that occur in the story.  
1) Describe each conflict/problem in detail and  
2) how it affects the main character or plot within the story.   
 
Panel #4- Characterization 
Create a Question and Answer interview with the main character(s) of the novel. This interview 
should include at least 3 questions and 3 answers. The character answers should be full and 
reflective of the main character’s personality.   
Hint: You can infer (guess) how the character may have felt.  EX: (Q1: How did you feel when…)                                                                                   
                                                                                            (A1: I felt so terrified because…) 
Panel #5- Written Responses 
Use complete sentences and be specific in your examples. 
a) What do you think the author’s purpose was in writing this book? (To inform, entertain, persuade 
express) Why?       
b) What did you like/dislike about the story?  Explain WHY. Give examples with page #’s.        
c) What is the theme of this story? Why would you pick this as the theme? (Give examples from the 
book). Theme is defined as a main idea or an underlying meaning of a literary work, which may be stated directly 
or indirectly. 
Panel #6- Creative Writing 
Write an alternate ending for the novel. Make sure to resolve the novel’s main conflict through the 
new ending and consider the character’s personality and previous actions. The ending should make 
sense based on the overall storyline. BE CREATIVE, USE DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE AND GO FOR IT!  
 



 

 


