
Ms. Craft 

Mr. Parkes 

Language Arts 7 

 

COURSE GUIDES/ OVERVIEW / ANCHORS 

Course Introduction: Seventh Grade Language Arts is designed to further 

student excellence in reading, writing and critical analysis of literary passages. 

Students will practice core skills as well as extend beyond to higher level 

analysis and evaluation of materials presented in class.  Students will also 

focus on FSA test preparation throughout the year by incorporating realistic 

test activities/assignments; the goal being for students to produce gains in test 

levels. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS ONLINE! 

If you forgot to write down your homework or you missed class, look on 

ESD Gradebook or Blackboard. I will load all assignments, tests, and 

quizzes for the week. You can access these on your cell phone as well. 

 

HOW AM I GRADED? 

Grades will be available in the ESD Portal—
students and parents should have their own 
individual log in. 
 
 
 
 
 

MAKE UP WORK 

The student has one school day to make up work for each school day excused absence (day for a day). For example, the 

student is out for 4 school days then the student has 4 school days to turn in the make- up work. Work can be made up 

for excused absences, out-of- school suspension, religious holidays and excused tardies. 

Students should use the extra copies bin and assignment calendar in the classroom to find missing work/ make up work. 

Planned trips and holidays may not apply—try to do make up work BEFORE your trip. Remember to email the 

principal for approval of trips. 

Parents may call the front desk to request make up work for any absences over two days. 

Long term projects and tests scheduled before the absence do NOT apply. Students will sit for a test the day that they 

return. 

LATE WORK 

Students must turn in work when it is due so that they do 

not lose points. 

Long-term Projects will receive harsher penalties for 

tardiness. They will be accepted, however, for at least a 

50% before the quarter ends. 

Late work will lose 10% each day that it is late. 
Plagiarism or copying work will result in a zero and a 

detention. 

     

CLASS MATERIALS 

Journal, pencils, pens, 
glue sticks, notebooks, 
highlighters 

 

HOW TO REACH ME: 

• dannettecraft@ssas.org 

• (Extension 307) 

• reidparkes@ssas.org 

• (Extension 306) 

• e-mail preferred for  
    quicker response 
 

Bellwork 5% 

Homework 15% 

Classwork 15% 

Quizzes 30% 

Tests 35% 

mailto:dannettecraft@ssas.org
mailto:reidparkes@ssas.org
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=6Agq1QhI&id=DBD4954EAEBD58BDF211E8A4C0E458FE3FA978F4&thid=OIP.6Agq1QhIqELaFXp2aAPXJAEsEN&q=computer+cartoon&simid=607994730263937746&selectedIndex=0


Textbooks and Novels: 
• Collections and Close Reader Workbook (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 

• Vocabulary Workshop 

• Test Prep Workbook 
 

Online Text Info: 
 

Site: Login: Password: 

   

 

• Novels will be a part of the curriculum and may include, but not be limited to: (Core books in 
bold print)                                         

                                              

Freak the Mighty, Max the Mighty Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards Justice 

The Breadwinner, Parvana’s Journey, Mud City Christmas Jars, The Angel Tree 

And Then There Were None The Outsiders 

Paradox, An Alien Spring, Summer of Shame Variant, Feedback 

The Rule of Three, The Power of Three Slated, Fractured, Shattered 

Excerpts from Harry Potter Shane 

                             
 7th Grade Yearly Plan 

                (subject to change) 

 
EVERY QUARTER: 

Novel Study Book Projects Essay Writing Literature Elements 

Short Stories Non-fiction Articles Homework (M,T,TH) Quizzes, Tests 

 

QUARTER ONE: 

• Theme-Bold Actions 

• Summer Reading presentations/exam 

• Rules/procedures 

• The Breadwinner 

• Book project (Ocean stories) 

• Q1 Post Test 
 

QUARTER THREE: 

• Theme- Guided by a Cause 

• Poetry Week 

• Claudette Colvin: Twice Towards Justice 

• Writing- Argumentative/Informative 

• Start test prep workbook 

• Q3 Post test 
 

QUARTER TWO: 

• Theme-Perception vs. Reality 

• Suspense Week  

• Freak the Mighty 

• Q2 Post Test 
 

QUARTER FOUR: 

• Theme: Overcoming Obstacles 

• Test prep competition 

• The Outsiders 

• Q4 Post Test 
 



 
 

 
 
 



Materials and Library Services 
Parent Permission for Student Viewing of Video 

Instructions: The purpose of this form is to notify you, the parent or legal guardian, that a PG, PG‐13, R, NR video will be shown to your child’s 
class. Please Read the information below pertaining to this material and write your child’s name in the area provided and check the appropriate 
line at the bottom of this form. If you have questions or concerns, please contact the teacher at the extension listed below. 
 

Sign and Return the completed form by the following date: FRIDAY 
 
Teacher: CRAFT/PARKES (Language Arts 7th) 

Contact Info: dannettecraft@ssas.org 
         reidparkes@ssas.org 

 
Video Title: SEE LIST 
Video Rating: G/ PG/PG13 
School: Sarasota School of Arts +Sciences 
*Permission is required for viewing 

 
The titles listed above are rated PG, PG‐13, R, or NR due to the following:  
 
 Profanity/Mature Language   Sexual content   Violence or gore     
 
The teacher intends to utilize for instruction: ____Entire video ____Segments of video 
 
This material has been selected by the teacher because it supports the classroom curriculum and supports one or more of the 
guidelines listed below for selecting appropriate material for instruction: 
 
Education significance   Need and value to course   Timeliness or Permanence 
Reading Level    Relationship to course of study  Organization/Presentation of content 
 
The principal has been notified that a rated film will be used in the classroom for education purposes: ____ Yes ____No 
 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------- 
 
Student Name: __________________________________________ DOB: _____/_____/________ 
 
_____ I grant permission for my child to view the aforementioned videos. 
Appropriate assignments and/or tests will be used to evaluate the subject covered. 
 
_____ I do not grant permission for my child to view the aforementioned videos. 
Provisions will be made for your child to have supervised, comparable instruction during the viewing time. Students whose 
parents do not grant permission to view the material will not be penalized. 
 
 
____________________________________________________ _____/_____/_________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature Date 
 
 
          

 

MPAA (Motion Picture Association of America) Ratings Guide 
G – General Audiences 
*PG – Parental Guidance Suggested (Some materials may not be suitable for young children) 
*PG‐13 – Parents Strongly Cautioned (Some materials may be inappropriate for children under 13) 
*R – Restricted (Anyone under 17 must be accompanied by a parent or adult guardian 
*NR – Not Rated (Film was never rated) 

 

Films that may be shown in full or excerpt: 
PBS Specials, Second Hand Lions, The Sandlot, The Mighty, The Hunger Games, Remember the Titans, The Express, 
Avalanche Angels, Harry Potter Series, Freedom Writers, Twilight Zone, The Goonies, Eight Below, March of the 
Penguins, Because of Winn Dixie, The Secret Garden, The Outsiders, Cats and Dogs, A Little Princess, Hachi, Hidden 
Figures, You Tube excerpts that apply to curriculum 
 



 

DONATIONS OF KLEENEX, PAPER TOWELS, GLUE 
STICKS AND PENCILS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED! 


